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Percent of Women Who Do Not Want Last 
Birth, by Number of Living Children 

Selected Developing Countries



The context (1999 estimates)
World LDCs MDCs

Reproductive 
age women 1.38 billion 1.127 billion 0.253 billion

Pregnancies 210 million 
(100%)

182 million 
(100%)

28 million 
(100%)

Miscarriages/
stillbirths

31 million 
(15%)

27 million 
(15%)

4 million 
(15%)

Induced 
abortions

46 million 
(22%)
rate 35/1000

36 million 
(20%)
Rate 34/1000

10 million 
(36%)
rate 39/1000

---Legal abortions
---26 million ---17 million ---9 million

---Illegal abortions
---20 million ---19 million ---1 million

Live births 123 million 
(63%)
rate 89/1000

118 million 
(65%)
rate 105/1000

14 million 
(49%)
rate 55/1000

---Wanted births ---99 million 
(47%)

---89 million 
(49%)

---10 million 
(36%)

---Unwanted births ---33 million 
(16%)

---29 million 
(16%)

---4 million 
(13%)
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Source: Ross, Stover, Willard:Profiles for Family Planning and Reproductive 
Health Programs. The Futures Group International, 1999.
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